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Project Implementation Overview:

®

i Mentors mm:a mnmﬁ visit reports to the child's .mmo:m.. ﬁo,._m__os\ :_m,_,,
~-teacher to o__o<<,c_u with any needs.and to support learning ;
- Three family
. whoarea nm:,,,oﬁ the project, as well as any oﬂsmw,D\II,ﬁm,.,,

Families are invited to participate if their child meets the eligibility
criteria established by the YCOE team.

Referrals to NorCal are generated for interested families and
they are matched with a mentor.
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Wednesday, April 10t
6:00pm-7:00pm

YCOE Conference Center
1280 Santa Anita Court
Woodland, CA 95776

Come join us to learn more about ways to enjoy books and bond over reading with your
child! We will also be sharing resources for American Sign Language storfes and strategies

Love and Literacy /

Du«d Questions? We Have Answers!
Wednesday, April 17%
6:00pm-7:00pm

Mary L. Stevens Library-Davis
Blanchard Community Room
315 E. 14 Street

Davis, CA 95616

Have you wondered about what your child’s school experience might be like? Or
how your child will make friends? Or maybe what kind of life your child will have

for promoting literacy and a love of reading in Deaf and Hard of Hearing children. \

when they are an adult? Bring your curiosity and questions and hear from our
, panel of experts, including Deaf Coaches, professionals and parents.




\ /
Fun and Games

Wednesday, May 1=
6:00pm-7:00pm

Arthur F. Turner Library-West Sacramento
Arthur F. Turner Meeting Room

1212 Merkley Avenue

West Sacramento, CA 95691

Games are a great way to enjoy time with your children, and a fun way to support language
learning and soclal development. Join us to learn tips for making the most out of game time,
and an opportunity to practice playing some popular family games using sign language. \
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_ Families:invited-to participate in the project: 10
mmsm_mmm,,isoém_.m referred for Deaf mentor mmgomw 8

Number. of individual family visits completed: 29 -

Total actual .xnmaa:cﬂmm,o.a the pilot Eo_.mn.ﬁ,«aa,u

Why does this matter?

There is a high correlation between hearing loss in children and
delayed language acquisition or language deprivation. This is a
serious educational and developmental crisis that has been
affecting deaf and hard of hearing children across the country, and
has gone largely unchanged for decades. These children frequently
arrive at kindergarten without the necessary language foundation to
allow for age appropriate social, emotional and academic growth
and cognitive development. This has substantial impacts not only
on the child and the family, but on the educational system tasked
with meeting their needs.

What’s next?

Because the Deaf mentor project, offered in collaboration with our
community partner NorCal Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing,
has proven to be an effective model for supporting language
acquisition in families with young deaf and hard of hearing children in
Yolo County, the project has received the support of the former and
current Special Education Directors to continue serving as a vital
resource for our families. Families who would benefit from receiving
additional mentoring will be able to do so, and new families with
eligible children will be given the opportunity to receive support from a
Deaf mentor, as well.

New California Law SB 210:

As part of a national push to change outcomes for deaf and hard of
hearing children, states have been passing laws to create
accountability for the educational agencies responsible for working
with children with hearing loss ages 0-5. Given the right supports, and
access to visual language, D/HH children are able to reach the same
developmental language acquisition milestones as their hearing
peers. SB 210 requires that the language development of D/HH
chiidren mumm 0-5'be documented regularly, and that remediation
steps must be taken for any child who is not meeting those
milestones. Deaf mentors play a key role in supporting parents and
educational teams in ensuring children meet those milestones.



_ Deaf mentors will help build YCOE's Deaf and Hard of
m Hearing program into a regional leader in best Em,o:nnm
. for deaf and hard of hearing children, ,:
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